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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 



In compliance with Rules 1 .97 and 1 .98, and in fulfillment of the duty of disclosure 
under Rule 1.56, it is respectfully requested that the references listed on the 
accompanying enclosed Forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B be made of record and 
considered with respect to the above-referenced U.S. patent application. A copy of 
each reference is enclosed. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits. No statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee is 
required. However, the undersigned representative authorizes the Commissioner to 
charge any additional fees under 37 C.F.R. 1.16 or 1.17 that may be required, or credit 
any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 14-1437 . 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 
over any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may 
not be prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the 
teachings purportedly offered. 
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U.S. Patent Application Serial No.: 10/659.450 



The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, or an admission that the information cited 
is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that the information is analogous to 
the subject matter of the present invention, or that no other material information exists. 
Further, the filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. Written notification that the enclosed 
references have been considered in their entirety by return of a copy of the enclosed 
form, completed by the Examiner, is respectfully requested. 
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Suite 400 East Tower 
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Form PTO-1449 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 

(use several sheets if necessary) 



DOCKET NUMBER: 

2912-114 



APPLICATION NUMBER: 

10/659,450 



APPLICANT: 

SAKAGUCHI ETAL 



CONFIRMATION NUMBER: 

To be assigned 



FILING DATE: 

October 29, 2003 



GROUP ART UNIT: 

To be assigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLAS 
S 



FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLAS 

s 


TRANSLATION 
















YES 


NO 






2002-054080 


2/19/02 


Japan (w/English 
abstract) 
















2002-105874 


4/10/02 


Japan (w/English 
abstract) 
















09-295376 


11/18/97 


Japan (w/English 
abstract 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


AUTHOR 


DOCUMENT 








Notification of Reason for Refusal. P20020102, December 14, 2004 (w/English 
Translation thereof) 










EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP §609. Draw line through 
citation if not In conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 



Novak Druce DeLuca & Quigg 
1300 Eye Street, N.W. 
Suite 400 East 
Washington, DC 20005 



